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To provide justice for victims of foreign state misrepresentation to the World
Health Organization, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Marcno 9, 2023

Mzr. Svarm of New Jersey (for himself and Mr. BURGESS) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To provide justice for victims of foreign state misrepresenta-
tion to the World Health Organization, and for other
purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Compensation for the

Victims of State Misrepresentations to the World Health

Organization Act of 20237,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
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(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:
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(1) There is a role for an international organi-
zation to help mitigate infectious diseases that re-
spect no boundaries.

(2) The United States depends on an effective
World Health Organization (WIHO) to make good,
well informed, and transparent public health deci-
sions to contain infectious diseases.

(3) In the past, the WHO played a ecritical role
in  addressing and mitigating infectious diseases,
such as the 1979 eradication of smallpox, which
eradication the WHO coordinated through a sus-
tained global effort.

(4) Without accurate information, the WHO
cannot advise Member States properly on the risks
posed by infectious diseases.

(5) There are credible reports that in 2006,
2009, and 2011 the Government of Ethiopia mis-
represented the nature and seriousness of cholera
epidemics in that country to the WHO with a view
towards minimizing the potential damage to their
economy.

(A) Those misrepresentations diminished
the WHO’s effectiveness and the WHO trans-

mitted 1naccurate and misleading information
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regarding the presence of cholera to partici-

pating states.

(B) Other Member States relied on the
misleading and inaccurate information that the
WHO communicated to them to formulate pub-
lic health policy, resulting in loss of life, injury,
and damage to property and commercial inter-
ests to citizens outside of Ethiopia as a con-
sequence of that country’s misrepresentations
to the WHO.

(6) There are credible reports that WHO Mem-
ber States misrepresented facts concerning the
Ebola outbreak to that organization with a view to-
wards minimizing the commercial impact that a
widely disseminated understanding of the risks
posed by the Ebola epidemic may have caused in
their individual economies.

(A) Those misrepresentations diminished
the WHO’s effectiveness, and the WHO trans-
mitted inaccurate and misleading information
regarding the communicability of Ebola to par-
ticipating States.

(B) Other Member States relied on the
misleading and inaccurate information that the

WHO communicated to them to formulate pub-
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lic health policy, resulting in loss of life, injury,

and damage to property and commercial inter-

ests to citizens outside of the misrepresenting

States as a consequence of those countries’ mis-

representations to the WHO.

(7) During the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, China misrepresented the seriousness and na-
ture of the novel coronavirus to the WHO, with a
view towards minimizing the potential damage to
their economy and international reputation.

(A) Those misrepresentations diminished
the WHO’s effectiveness and the WHO trans-
mitted inaccurate and misleading information
regarding the communicability of the novel
coronavirus to participating States.

(B) Other Member States relied on the
misleading and inaccurate information that the
WHO communicated to them to formulate pub-
lic health policy, resulting in loss of life, injury,
and damage to property and commercial inter-
ests to citizens outside of China as a con-
sequence of that country’s misrepresentations
to the WIO.

(8) In failing to relay accurate information to

Member States particularly at the onset of the
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COVID-19 pandemie, Director-General Tedros re-
lied on false information provided by the People’s
Republic of China and the Chinese Communist
Party that the virus either could not be transmitted
human-to-human or had a low rate of transmission,
and based on such reliance, failed to thoroughly in-
vestigate the origins of the COVID-19 virus as well

as contrary evidence of whistleblowers such as Li

Wenliang regarding the virus’s transmissibility and

lethality, thereby abetting the People’s Republic of

China’s efforts to suppress information regarding a

olobal health emergency. To date he has failed to

hold the People’s Republic of China accountable to

International Health Regulations, which apply to all

WHO members, and mandate accurate reporting of

disease outbreaks.

SEC. 3. RESPONSIBILITY OF FOREIGN STATES FOR LOSS OF
LIFE, INJURY, OR OTHER DAMAGES RESULT-
ING FROM CERTAIN MISREPRESENTATIONS
TO THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1605(a)(5) of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by striking “in which
money damages are sought against a foreign state for per-
sonal mjury or death, or damage to or loss of property,

occurring in the United States and caused by the tortious
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act or omission of that foreign state or of any official or
employee of that foreign state while acting within the
scope of his office or employment;” and inserting “‘in
which money damages are sought against a foreign state,
for personal injury or death, or damage to or loss of prop-
erty, occurring in the United States as a result of a willful
or grossly negligent misrepresentation of information to
the World Health Organization of the nature, seriousness,
or communicability of an infections disease or other
tortious act or omission of that foreign state or of any
official or employee of that foreign state while acting with-
in the scope of his office or employment;”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1605(a)(5)(B) of title 28, United States Code, is amended
by striking ‘“‘misrepresentation, deceit,”.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by
this section shall take effect 90 days after the date of the

enactment of this Act.

*HR 1519 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-25T06:59:27-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




